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 Circular No: 04 /05.02.2014 
       

To :  Maritime Lloyd Authorized Surveyors 

Dated:  05.02.2014 

Subject: Adoption of Amendments to the SOLAS 1974, Protocol of 1988 
Chapter II-2, CONSTRUCTION – FIRE PROTECTION, FIRE 
DETECTION AND FIRE EXTINCTION, as per Resolution 
MSC.338(91)   

        Dear All, 

        As per IMO Resolution MSC.338(91), adoption of amendments to the 
SOLAS 1974, Chapter II-2, CONSTRUCTION – FIRE PROTECTION, FIRE 
DETECTION AND FIRE EXTINCTION will enter into the force from 1st of July 
2014. Kindly find below text of new regulations: 

Part A 
General 

Regulation 1 – Application 
     The following footnote is added to the title of Regulation 1: 
 
 "*The application date of 1 July 2012 was introduced by resolution MSC.308(88). 
However, this resolution amended, under chapter II-2, regulations II-2/3.23 
(definition of "Fire Test Procedures Code") and II-2/7.4.1 (new subparagraph .3) 
only, and all other regulations with the original application date of 1 July 2002 
were not amended." 
 
      In the existing paragraph 2.4, the following new subparagraphs are added 
after the existing subparagraph .6: 
 
".7 cargo ships of 500 gross tonnage and upwards and passenger ships 
constructed on or after 1 February 1992 but before 1 July 2002 need not comply 
with regulation 19.3.3 provided that they comply with regulation 54.2.3 as 
adopted by resolution MSC.13(57); and 
 
.8 cargo ships of 500 gross tonnage and upwards and passenger ships 
constructed on or after 1 September 1984 but before 1 July 2002 need not 
comply with regulations 19.3.1, 19.3.5, 19.3.6, 19.3.9, provided that they comply 
with regulations 54.2.1, 54.2.5, 54.2.6, 54.2.9 as adopted by resolution 
MSC.1(XLV)." 
 
        The following new paragraph 2.5 is added: 
 
"2.5 Ships constructed before 1 July 2012 shall also comply with regulation 10.1.2, 
as adopted by resolution MSC.338(91)." 
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Part C 

Suppression of fire 

Regulation 9 – Containment of fire 

 
In table 9.3, column (11) (Special category and ro-ro spaces), row (2) (Corridors), the 
symbol "A-15" is replaced by the symbol "A-30g". 
 
In table 9.3, column (11) (Special category and ro-ro spaces), row (4) (Stairways), the 
symbol "A-15" is replaced by the symbol "A-30g". 
 
In table 9.3, column and row (11) (Special category and ro-ro spaces), the symbol "A-0" 
is replaced by the symbol "A-30g". 
 
In table 9.4, column (11) (Special category and ro-ro spaces), row (1) (Control stations), 
the symbol "A-30" is replaced by the symbol "A-60 g". 
 
In table 9.4, column (11) (Special category and ro-ro spaces), row (2) (Corridors), the 
symbol "A-0" is replaced by the symbol "A-30g". 
 
In table 9.4, column (11) (Special category and ro-ro spaces), row (4) (Stairways), the 
symbol "A-0" is replaced by the symbol "A-30 g". 
 
In table 9.4, column and row (11) (Special category and ro-ro spaces), the symbol "A-0" 
is replaced by the symbol "A-30g". 
 
In table 9.4, column (2) (Corridors), row (11) (Special category and ro-ro spaces), the 
symbol "A-15" is replaced by the symbol "A-30 g". 
 
In table 9.4, column (4) (Stairways), row (11) (Special category and ro-ro spaces), the 
symbol "A-15" is replaced by the symbol "A-30g". 
 
In table 9.4, column (6) (Machinery spaces of category A), row (11) (Special category 
and ro-ro spaces), the symbol "A-30" is replaced by the symbol "A-60 g". 

In table 9.4, a new note is added as follows: 

"g  - Ships constructed before 1 July 2014 shall comply, as a minimum, with the previous 
requirements applicable at the time the ship was constructed, as specified in regulation 
1.2." 
 
In table 9.5, column and row (11) (Ro-ro and vehicle spaces), the symbol "*h" is replaced 
by the symbol "A-30 j ". 
 
In table 9.6, column (11) (Ro-ro and vehicle spaces), row (10) (Open decks), the symbol 
"*" is replaced by the symbol "A-0 j ". 
 
In table 9.6, column and row (11) (Ro-ro and vehicle spaces), the symbol "*h" is replaced 
by the symbol "A-30 j ". 
 
n table 9.6, column (10) (Open decks), row (11) (Ro-ro and vehicle spaces), the symbol 
"*" is replaced by the symbol "A-0 j ". 
 
In table 9.6, the existing text of note "h" is replaced with the word "deleted". 
 
 
 



         In table 9.6, a new note is added as follows: 
 
"j - Ships constructed before 1 July 2014 shall comply, as a minimum, with the previous 
requirements applicable at the time the ship was constructed, as specified in regulation 
1.2." 
 
       Paragraphs 6.2 and 6.3 are deleted and the subsequent paragraphs are 
renumbered accordingly. 
 
 

Regulation 10 – Fire fighting 

      In paragraph 5.6.3, the existing subparagraph .1 is replaced by the following: 
 
".1 the fire hazard portions of internal combustion machinery or, for ships constructed 
before 1 July 2014, the fire hazard portions of internal combustion machinery used for 
the ship's main propulsion and power generation;" 
 
       The existing paragraph 10.1 is replaced by the following: 
 
       "10.1 Types of firefighter's outfits 
 
.1 Fire-fighter's outfits shall comply with the Fire Safety Systems Code; and 
.2 Self-contained compressed air breathing apparatus of fire-fighter's outfits shall comply 
with paragraph 2.1.2.2 of chapter 3 of the Fire Safety Systems Code by 1 July 2019." 
 
         After the existing paragraph 10.3, the following new paragraph is added: 

"10.4 Fire-fighter's communication 

For ships constructed on or after 1 July 2014, a minimum of two two-way portable 
radiotelephone apparatus for each fire party for fire-fighter's communication shall be 
carried on board. Those two-way portable radiotelephone apparatus shall be of an 
explosion-proof type or intrinsically safe. Ships constructed before 1 July 2014 shall 
comply with the requirements of this paragraph not later than the first survey after 1 July 
2018." 
 

Part E 
Operational requirements 

Regulation 15 – Instructions, onboard training and drills 

 
       After the existing paragraph 2.2.5, the following new paragraph is added: 
 
"2.2.6 An onboard means of recharging breathing apparatus cylinders used during drills 
shall be provided or a suitable number of spare cylinders shall be carried on board to 
replace those used." 
 

Part G 
Special requirements 

Regulation 20 – Protection of vehicle, special category and Ro–Ro spaces 

 
       The existing paragraph 6.1, including paragraphs 6.1.1 and 6.1.2, are replaced by 
the following: 
 
 
 
 



"6.1 Fixed fire-extinguishing systems 
 
(The requirements of paragraphs 6.1.1 and 6.1.2 shall apply to ships constructed on or 
after 1 July 2014. Ships constructed before 1 July 2014 shall comply with the previously 
applicable requirements of paragraphs 6.1.1 and 6.1.2.) 
 
6.1.1 Vehicle spaces and Ro-Ro spaces, which are not special category spaces and are 
capable of being sealed from a location outside of the cargo spaces, shall be fitted with 
one of the following fixed fire-extinguishing systems: 
 
.1 a fixed gas fire-extinguishing system complying with the provisions of the Fire Safety 
Systems Code; 
.2 a fixed high-expansion foam fire-extinguishing system complying with the provisions 
of the Fire Safety Systems Code; or 
.3 a fixed water-based fire fighting system for Ro-Ro spaces and special category 
spaces complying with the provisions of the Fire Safety Systems Code and paragraphs 
6.1.2.1 to 6.1.2.4. 
 
6.1.2 Vehicle spaces and Ro-Ro spaces not capable of being sealed and special 
category spaces shall be fitted with a fixed water-based fire-fighting system for Ro-Ro 
spaces and special category spaces complying with the provisions of the Fire Safety 
Systems Code which shall protect all parts of any deck and vehicle platform in such 
spaces. Such a water-based fire-fighting system shall have: 
 
.1 a pressure gauge on the valve manifold; 
.2 clear marking on each manifold valve indicating the spaces served; 
.3 instructions for maintenance and operation located in the valve room; and 
.4 a sufficient number of drainage valves to ensure complete drainage of the system." 

         

        Kindly confirm the understanding of the Circular and receipt of amended 
templates by signing the corresponding form attached. 

          Kindly be informed. 

        Best Regards, 
        Ellen Rukhadze 
        Chief Executive Officer 
        Maritime Lloyd 


